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without hypotheses we shall gain nothing at all." He finds as the 
underlying thought of the epistle that which, in an earlier work to 
which he regards this as supplemental, he has shown to be the central 
thought of St. Paul's writings — the real indwelling of Christ in the 
Christian, producing ethical perfection and faith in the Messiah, as 
well as ecstatic manifestations, and assuring to the Christian eternal 
life. He holds that the date of this epistle (as well as of the fourth gos- 
pel) is not far from that of Paul's principal epistles ; and, consequently, 
that the false teachers who " deny that Jesus is the Christ " are not 
Cerinthians of the close of the century, but unbelieving Jews who deny 
the Messiahship of Jesus. He finds throughout references to a pre- 
vious letter which had been misunderstood, not only in 2:13, 14, but 
also in 2: 21, 26, and other places. The Jewish opponents are inspired 
by demons; but the Christians by the divine Spirit, with his host of 
spirits (Geisterheer, 4:2). The Holy Spirit is distinct from Christ, and 
is the means through which Christ works, not indeed moral results, 
but "ecstatic" — visions, knowledge, faith, assurance. Yet the proof 
of the divine indwelling is brotherly love, which is the keeping of the 
commandments, or ethical righteousness. 

Pfarrer Karl's exposition is thoroughly independent, and therefore, 
perhaps, necessarily off from the beaten track, and sometimes strained ; 
but it is honest, reverent, and suggestive. 

J. H. Barbour. 
Berkeley Divinity School, 
Middletown, Conn. 

Der Brief des Judas, exegetisch-praktisch behandelt. Von 
Dr. GeorgWandel. Leipzig: A. Deichert'sche Verlags- 
buchh. Nachf. (Georg Bohme), 1898. Pp. iv + 94. M. 1.40. 

After the larger efforts of Spitta and Kiihl, this brochure of Wan- 
del's seems small in the amount of material contained and not very 
weighty in the scholarship displayed ; yet it shows an extensive 
acquaintance with the literature that has gathered around the epistle, 
and does not fail in evidence of a careful consideration of the critical 
and exegetical positions which this literature presents. The writer's 
plan is to make more of the exegesis than of the criticism, and his 
purpose in the exegesis is to serve the practical theologian, as well as 
the scientific exegete — a somewhat difficult purpose with such an 
epistle as Jude's, and one which, we are prepared to find, has not been 
very largely brought to realization. 
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The critical position which is held in the book regarding the epistle 
is, briefly, as follows : The author is a younger brother of the James 
who wrote the epistle bearing his name, and, as this James is held to be 
the James who was head of the Jerusalem church, the Jude of our 
epistle is necessarily considered a brother of our Lord. The readers 
are identified with those of the elder brother's letter — the churches of 
the extended Syrian diaspora. They are here addressed after the 
death of James had left them without a pastoral head, and, as the epistle, 
in its recital of the historical examples of punishment inflicted upon 
the wicked, makes no mention of the fall of Jerusalem, they must have 
been addressed before this catastrophe took place. The epistle is con- 
sequently dated between 62 and 70 A. D. As to its relation to 2 Peter, 
the way is thus opened to holding it the prior writing, which the 
ungenuine Petrine letter has largely followed in its plan of composi- 
tion, and whose statements it has generously reproduced, showing us, 
indeed, how some of our epistle's difficult passages were interpreted in 
that early time when 2 Peter is held to have been written. This prac- 
tically reverses the view of Spitta ; though, to a certain extent, it may 
be said to agree with Kuhl's. As to the interesting question of the 
epistle's errorists, it is claimed that, however their teachings may have 
been, and doubtless were, based on theoretical principles, and had to do 
at some points, with doctrinal beliefs, they were, in their purpose and 
effect, characteristically practical, affecting life and character in a 
libertinistic way. They were not formulated into anything of an 
ordered system, otherwise our epistle would have shown more of a 
doctrinal polemic in opposition to them ; at the same time, they were 
promulgated in the dogmatic spirit of a propaganda. They are con- 
sequently not to be identified with the later scholastic Gnosticism, but 
to be regarded rather as representing, like other errorists of the 
apostolic age, a stage merely preliminary to this final system. In 
fact, they cannot be identified with any known heresy or sect — not 
even with the Nicolaitans and Balaamites of the Apocalypse (2:6, 1 4 f.). 
In this respect the priority of Jude to 2 Peter is confirmed ; since the 
latter epistle shows clearly a more developed form of error. This is 
again directly contrary to Spitta's position and, while it agrees gen- 
erally with that of Kiihl, goes beyond this in the non-identifying of 
the Jude errorists even with those of the Apocalypse. This naturally 
wins for the epistle an early date, as von Soden's and McGiffert's 
ethical classification of the Colossian errorists does for that epistle : 
though it must remain a query whether, in view of certain significant 
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passages in the epistle, such an interpretation of the Colossian trouble 
is altogether justified. 

Wandel recognizes a dependence of the author upon extra-canonical 
sources for his illustrations, as well as upon the Old Testament itself. 
Such dependence, however, he believes, appears only in the reference 
to the apostate angels (vs. 6) ; to Michael's contention with the devil 
concerning the body of Moses (vs. 9), and to the prophecy of Enoch 
(vss. 14 f.). The first and last of these illustrations, he holds, are taken 
from the book of Enoch, which he dates 130-100 B. C, and the other 
from the Ascensio Moysis. This is somewhat less of an extra-canonical 
relationship for our epistle than most critics maintain. 

In the detailed exgesis of our epistle, which occupies the major 
part of the book, there is shown a carefulness of judgment which is 
commendable. This is perhaps especially noticeable in the treatment 
of rrj airaf TrapaSoOacry rots dyiois mWei (vs. 3) ; ttjv rov Otov ij/t&v \dpiTa 
pxrariQ tints as cureAyeiav k<u rov p.6vov Scottotijv k<u Kvpiov ij/mov 'Itjvovv 
X/sto-TOV apvovp.evoi (vs. 4) ; p.vrj(r6r]Tt iw p-qpArmv rS>v irpoei.pr]p.ev(DV vtto tu>v 
awoo-ToXmv rov Kvpiov rjp.G>v lr)<rov Xpurrov (vs. i 7). 

The indications of a cultus claimed in vss. 20 f. are evidently correct. 

He follows the text of Tischendorf's Ed. acad. XVIII, which is con- 
formed to his Ed. crit. VIII. In consequence of this he reads (vs. 22) 
«AeyX £T£ before 8ia.Kpivop.ivows (with A C*, various minuscules and ver- 
sions), instead of the Westcott and Hort, Weiss, Weizsacker, and 
Revisors' reading e\(S.re (with B C). By this he loses, not only a 
more strongly attested reading, but one which furnishes a better and 
more fruitful exegetic thought. 

The book may scarcely be termed a contribution to the criticism 
and exegesis of the epistle. It is rather a study of such contributions 
as have been made, with, however, a wise judgment as to conclusions. 

M. W. Jacobus. 
Hartford Theological Seminary, 
Hartford, Conn. 

Die Lehre des Apostels Paulus. Von Professor Wilh. 
Schmidt. (="Beitrage zur Forderung christlicher Theo- 
logie," herausg. von A. Schlatter und H. Cremer, Vol. II, 
Heft 2.) Giitersloh : Druck und Verlag von C. Bertelsmann, 
1898. Pp. 125. M. 2. 

The teachings of Paul derived from a careful, sober exegesis of his 
own words have always a fresh interest. One might think that thus 



